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GAVILAN COLLEGE

ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS (2009-2010)

1.   File a Petition to Graduate with the Admissions and Records Office by April 1 for Spring or Summer graduation, and by October 1 to graduate at the end of the Fall 
Semester.  One petition must be filed for each  Associate degree, Certificate of Completion or Award of Achievement the student expects to receive.

2.   Maintain a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 ("C") or higher for all work attempted and a grade of "C" or higher in each major or certificate courses.
3.   Complete a minimum of 18 units of coursework in a major.  Specific major course requirements are listed in the college catalog.
4.   Complete a minimum of 60 semester units.  Within the ( 60 ) unit requirement, the (9) units in Area A, and B-4 must be completed with a grade of "C" or better in 

each course.  Complete the last 12 units, or a total of 48 units, at Gavilan College.

 NOTE:  Effective fall of 2009, the new Gavilan College graduation requirements includes ENGL 1A (Area A2 of the A.A./A.S. Gavilan College General 
Education Pattern) and Math 233 (Area B4).

AREA A AREA C AREA E

ENGLISH LANGUAGE, COMMUNICATION & CRITICAL 
THINKING

One course from each of these three areas:

6 Semester Units

A - 1   ORAL COMMUNICATION
CMUN 1A, 5, 8, or 10

A - 2   WRITTEN COMMUNICATION
ENGL 1A
Note: Students starting fall 2009 will need to complete
ENGL 1A (Composition)

A - 3   READING
ENGL 260 or SSCI 270A or SSCI 270B with a grade of 
"C" or better, or demonstrate reading proficiency at 
the college level. (Competency may be verified by an 
approved test.)

ARTS & HUMANITIES

One course from each of these two areas:

5 Semester Units

C - 1   ARTS
CMUN 2; HUM 10 or any Art, Journalism, Music or 
Theatre Arts course (other than Area C-2)

C - 2   HUMANITIES
ART 11, ART/HIST 21; ENGL 1B, 1C, 2A, 2B, 2C, 2E, 2F, 
2H, 2J, 4A, 4B, 5A, 5B, 9A, 9B, 9C; HIST 1, 2, 3, 4A, 4B, 
5, 6, 7A, 7B, 10, 12, 14; HUM 3, 4, 5, 10; JOUR/SOC 10, 
PHIL 1, 2, 3A, 3B, 4, 6A, 7A, 9; any foreign language.

LIFE-LONG LEARNING AND SELF-
DEVELOPMENT

3 Semester Units

1. One unit of Physical Education activity class 
or Intercollegiate Sport.

 2. Minimum of two units from: AH 3, 30, AH/BIO 
11; CSIS 1, 2, 6, 8, 45, 51; DM 6; GUID 1/PSYC 5, 
GUID 6, 200; HE 1, 2; LIB 6; PHIL 3B, 9; POLS/
PSYC 27; PSYC/CD 2, 3; PSYC 41; SOC 21

AREA B

SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY & QUANTITATIVE REASONING

One course from each of these three areas:

9 Semester Units

The Physical or Life Science course must include a 
laboratory (indicated in BOLD.)

B - 1   PHYSICAL SCIENCE
ASTR 1; CHEM 1A, 1B, 12A, 12B, 30A, 30B; GEOG 1; 
GEOL 1, 13; PHYS 1, 2A, 2B, 4A, 4B, 4C; PSCI 1, 2

B - 2   LIFE SCIENCE
ANTH 1; ECOL 1; AH 8, 9, 15; BIO 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 
15

B - 3    LABORATORY ACTIVITY
Lab courses are bold in Areas B-1 and B-2 above.

B - 4  MATHEMATICS
Minimum of Math 233 or equivalent. (Competency may 
be verified by an approved test.) 

Note: Students starting fall 2009 will need to complete
MATH 233 (Intermediate Algebra)

AREA D

SOCIAL SCIENCES

One course from area one and two courses from area 
two:

9 Semester Units

D - 1   U.S. HISTORY AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS 
(3 units)

One course from HIST 1, 2, 5 or POLS 1

D - 2   BEHAVIORAL, ECONOMIC and SOCIAL SCIENCE 
(6 units)

Two courses from AJ 6, 10; ANTH 2, 3, 5, 8, 9, 10; 
General Business 1; CMUN 4; ECON 1, 2, 10; GEOG 2; 
HIST 1, 2, 3, 4A, 4B, 5, 6, 10, 12, 14; JOUR/SOC 10; POLS 
1, 3, 4; POLS/PHIL 12; POLS/PSYC/AJ 6; PSYC 1A, 1B; 
PSYC/CD 2, 3, 7;  SOC 1A, 1B, 3, 4; SSCI 1

AREA F

CULTURAL DIVERSITY

6 Semester Units

NOTE: Courses in this area will “double count” 
to meet other GE requirements.

2 courses from the following list; courses listed 
under more than one area may be used, double 
counted, to satisfy other general education 
requirements.

AH 3, AH/BIO 11; ANTH 3, 5, 9, 10; ART 10A, 11,  
ART/HIST 21; CD/PSYC 7; CMUN 4; ENGL 2B, 2E, 
2H; GEOG 2; HE 2; HIST 3, 5, 6, 10, 12; PHIL 6; 
POLS 3, 4; SOC 3; SPAN 9A, 12A, 12B; THEA 1

GENERAL EDUCATION RECIPROCITY AGREEMENT The Gavilan Community College District has entered into a mutual agreement with seven other 
Community Colleges to accept the general education of these colleges.  The participating colleges are Chabot College (Hayward), De Anza College (Cupertino), Evergreen 
Valley College (San Jose), Foothill College (Los Altos Hills), Gavilan College (Gilroy), Las Positas (Livermore), Mission College (San Jose), Ohlone College (Fremont), San Jose 
City College (San Jose) and West Valley College (Saratoga).

Students who obtain a Certification of Completion of Associate Degree General Education or complete an associate degree at any of the participating colleges will have both 
their general education course work and graduation proficiencies accepted as completed at any one of the participating campuses.


