
 
English as a prerequisite for Sociology 1A 

 
Terrence Willett, Director of Research 
November 2002 
 

English 1A can be justified as a prerequisite for Sociology 1A as those with English 1A 
preparation succeeded at significantly higher rates than those without this course preparation.  
However, there is evidence that student experience as measured by cumulative units attended relates 
to higher success rates and also to having the prerequisite.  A partial correlation controlling for units 
attempted still found a significant though reduced relation between having the prerequisite and 
target course success (partial r = 0.0518, p = 0.017).  It should be noted that only about 25% of 
students who have taken Sociology 1A would meet an English 1A prerequisite, which raises 
concerns about enrollment and access.   

Disproportionate impacts of applying this prerequisite may occur for older students (Mann-
Whitney U test, Z = -3.717, p < 0.0005) as older students who have taken the target class were 
significantly less likely to meet the prerequisite.  There is no evidence of disproportionate impacts on 
the basis of gender, ethnicity, or disability. 

Data include 2,141 enrollments in Sociology 1A from Fall 1994 to Spring 2002 from the MIS 
data warehouse.  Data were extracted with BrioQuery 6.6 and analyzed with SPSS 10.1.4.  To have 
the prerequisite, students must have successfully completed the prerequisite before enrolling in the 
target class or assessed at the appropriate level within one year of enrolling in the target class.  
Corequisite possibilities were not explored. 

 
 

English 
Level   Fail Succeed Total 

Unknown Count 315 611 926 
 % 34.0 66.0 100 
English 440 Count 111 87 198 
 % 56.1 43.9 100 
English 250 Count 169 301 470 
 % 36.0 64.0 100 
English 1A Count 135 412 547 
 % 24.7 75.3 100 
Total Count 730 1411 2141 
  % 34.1 65.9 100 
Chi-Square 64.8   
df 3   
p 5.48E-14   

 
  


