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Introduction 
In an effort to learn more about student pathways to success, an exploratory 
examination was undertaken to review the patterns of students who achieved a degree 
or certificate.   
 
 

Methods 
Transcripts from all 11/12 academic year degree and certificate recipients were 
examined for patterns.  The average years and degree amounts were calculated.   There 
were a total of 565 students in the database, with 403 students receiving a degree and 
162 students receiving a certificate.  Students’ average units completed and years were 
examined along with the pattern of basic skills coursework.   

 
 
Results  
 
Table 1 shows the average unit and year total for students who received a certificate or 
degree during the 11/12 academic year.  The average unit total was over 80, while the 
average year total was over 4.   
 
Table 1: Average unit and year total for 11/12 degree and certificate recipients.   

  Unit total  Years 
Certificate  Average 86.04 4.28 

Degree Average 84.59 4.67 

Combined  Average 85.01 4.56 

 
Examining the academic history of all students, only 2.8% of degree/certificate recipients 
took at least 1 ESL class.  Only, 1.6% of all students in the sample started at the 500-510 
ESL level (lowest levels of ESL).   
 
Considering the English and Math Basic Skills history, 37% of graduates had some basic 
skills English courses (See Table 2), while 65.4% had at least one basic skills Math course.   
 
 
Table 2: Lowest level of English course taken by 11/12 degree/certificate recipients.   

Level % 

No English 13.5% 

Transfer  61.9% 

200 level  27.4% 

400 level  10.6% 

 
 



Table 3: Lowest level of Math course taken by 11/12 degree/certificate recipients.   
Level % 

No math 14.2% 

Transfer  20.5% 

One level below  22.3% 

200 level  31.2% 

400 level  11.9% 

 
 
 

Summary 
Prior to discussing the results of the current study, it must be acknowledged that this 
study takes a snapshot of only one group of students at one point in time.  Other 
cohorts at other points in time may have a different profile.  The current study, 
however, points to some interesting trends for this particular group of degree and 
certificate recipients.   
 
It is clear the average amount of units (85) is far and above standard degree and 
certificate requirements.  For example, the standard degree requirement for Associates 
degree is 60 units.  Typically certificate unit requirements are considerably lower, most 
hovering around 30 units.  Additionally, the average student number of years was over 
4.5.  These two finding suggest students are devoting, on average, more time and units 
than is minimally necessary.   
 
It appears that a very small proportion of 11/12 degree recipients were former ESL 
students.  While the road through the ESL and developmental English course sequence 
is indeed a long one, some certificates do not require transfer level English.  It may be 
that most ESL students are not seeking a degree or certificate.  Nevertheless, this low 
number needs further examination.   
 
Most degree and certificate recipients (65%) took at least one course below a transfer-
level Math course, while most (75%) never took a basic skills English course.  These 
findings correspond to the overall student population distribution, in which a greater 
proportion needs to take basic skills Math.   
 
This exploratory research illustrates some of the patterns of the college’s most 
successful students.  This study only provides a snapshot of this group.  Moving forward, 
indicators used in this study, such as total units and years, might be used to track any 
interventions intended to improve student completion time and rates.    
 
 


