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Math Supplemental Instruction Survey (Spring11) 
 
 

Introduction 
In an effort to learn more about the effect of Math Supplemental Instruction (SI), a 
survey was administered to students at then end of the Spring 11 term.  Four courses 
were assessed: MATH 1B, 8A, 8B, and 233 
 

Methods  
The survey was developed by Math SI instructors and the Office of Institutional 
Research and was administered to students in classes that participated in the 
Supplemental Instruction program (See survey Appendix A).  Table 1 below highlights 
the respondents from each course.   The sample of 73 students represents 56% of Math 
233, 49% of 8B, 50% of 8A, and 58% of 1B of student populations.   
 
Table 1: Respondents from Supplemental Instruction Math courses.   

20 20 16 17Math course

Number

1b

Number

233

Number

8a

Number

8b

 
 

 
Results  
 
Table 2: SI participation.   

15.2% 84.8%

29.2% 70.8%

12.8% 87.2%

Heard of SI

Have SI
leader

SI extra
credit

%

NO

%

YES

 
 
 
Table 3: Frequency of SI participation.   

50.0% 14.1% 6.3% 17.2% 12.5%
How frequently did
you attend SI sessions

%

Did not
attend

%

Once

%

Once a
month

%

Once a
week

%

Multiple
times a
week
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Table 4: Reason students attended SI session.   

76.7% 23.3%

82.2% 17.8%

86.3% 13.7%

87.7% 12.3%

97.3% 2.7%

89.0% 11.0%

94.5% 5.5%

80.8% 19.2%

90.4% 9.6%

Attended because instructor
offered course

Attended because from
beginning I knew I needed the
help

Attended because from middle
I knew I needed the help

Attended because I was
impresses by oreintation

Attended because other
students encourage me

Attended because I heard good
reviews

Attended because Emails from
SI

Attended because the
instructor reminded me

Attended because other

%

No

%

Yes

 
 
 
Table 5: Reasons students did not attend. 

74.0% 26.0%

97.3% 2.7%

84.9% 15.1%

90.4% 9.6%

98.6% 1.4%

98.6% 1.4%

100.0%  

83.6% 16.4%

100.0%  

Stopped because
schedule conflict

Stopped because didn't
understand the program

Stopped because I didn't
need the help

Stopped because I wasn't
interested

Stopped because I didn't
like the SI leader

Stopped because I was
too far behind

Stopped because Ididn't
like the content

Stopped because Other

Stopped because I didn't
find the sessions helpful

%

No

%

Yes
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Table 6: Helpfulness of SI participation.   

  9.4% 31.3% 59.4%

16.7%  31.0% 19.0% 33.3%

  15.2% 30.3% 54.5%

 3.6% 17.9% 35.7% 42.9%

  21.9% 37.5% 40.6%

  39.4% 24.2% 36.4%

Helped understanding the
material

Helped with study strategies

Helped keeping up with the
course

Helped meeting other students

Helped with motivation

Helped enjoyment of the
course

%

Harmed

%

Kind of
harmed

%

Unaffected

%

Kind of
helped

%

Helped

 
 
 

Summary  
Prior to summarizing the results, it must be acknowledged that the above data 
are based on a small sample of participants.  Additionally, the total number of 
respondents is small, thus necessitating caution when considering findings.   
 
The results suggest that about one half of the respondents did not attend 
Supplemental Instruction sessions.  The most frequent reason respondents 
stated for not attending was that it conflicted with their schedules.  Others did not 
attend because they reportedly did not need help.  Of those who attended most 
seemed to do so because of the instructors’ suggestions or the offering of extra 
credit.   
 
Those who attended reported that they were helped in understanding the 
material and keeping up with the course.  Some students did not report being as 
helped in the area of study skills and enjoyment of the course.   
 
The small number and proportion of respondents limits the value of the survey 
and its findings.  According to the survey respondents, students seemed not to 
be attending in great numbers due to scheduling conflict on not feeling they need 
assistance.  Of those who reportedly attended, a large proportion seems to be 
benefiting from participation.  Further data needs to be collected on the factors 
affecting students’ lack of attendance.   
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Appendix A 
 

Supplemental Instructor Program Survey 
 

In order to help us improve our courses, we would like to learn more about your experience as a student.  Participation in 
this survey is voluntary.  If you choose not to participate, it will not affect your status as a student or as a participant in any 
program.  It is anonymous so please do not put your name on the survey.   

 
1. Please identify the course, semester and year (eg, Human Anatomy, Sp, 2011):  ________________________________ 

 
a. Does this class have a designated SI leader/tutor?  

□ YES 
□ NO 

 b. Did your Instructor provide class credit for attending sessions? 
□ YES    
□ NO 

c. Approximately how frequently have you attended SI sessions for this class?  
□ Never   (if you select Never please skip to question 2) 
□ Once    
□ Once a Month        
□ Once a Week  
□ Multiple times a Week 
 

 d. How much did the SI tutoring session help you with the following? (Skip this question if you did not participate in SI 
sessions): 

 Helped  Unaffected  Harmed 

 5 4 3 2 1 

understanding the material      

study strategies      

keeping up with the course      

meeting other students      

motivation to do well in your class      

 
2. If you DID NOT ATTEND any SI sessions or if you STOPPED attending SI sessions, please identify why: (check any that 

apply) 
□ I had schedule conflicts 
□ I didn’t need the help 
□ I didn’t like the SI leader 
□ I didn’t like the content of the sessions 
□ I didn’t find the sessions helpful 
□ I didn’t understand the program 
□ I wasn’t interested 
□ I felt unprepared and was too far behind to join in 
□ Other: __________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

5. Please provide any suggestions as to how to improve the program: 
 


