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First Year Experience 11/12  
 
 

Introduction 
In an effort to learn more about the effect of the English First Year Experience (FYE) 
program, a study was developed to compare student performance and persistence in 
Basic Skills English courses.  The total number of FYE students for the 11/12 academic 
year was 349 while the number of non-FYE students was 1,349.    
 
The performance of FYE students was compared to non-FYE students using mean 
grades and success and retention rates.  GPA was calculated with the use of a 4 point 
scale and only student who received a grade were included in the analysis.  Success rate 
is the proportion of students enrolled in a class at census who completed the class with 
a C or above.  Retention is the proportion of students enrolled in a class at census who 
he received a grade of some kind.   
 
A further analysis was conducted to understand if Fall 10 FYE students succeeded at 
higher levels in ENGL 1A than non-FYE students.  Students who took ENGL 250 in both 
FYE and non-FYE courses were followed through Spring 12.   Their respective success 
rates in ENGL 1A were compared.   
 

 
Results  
 
Overall, FYE courses seemed to have slightly lower retention rates and slightly higher 
success rates (See Table 1).  When tested, these differences did not reach significant 
levels. (See Table 2).  Grade point average, however, was significantly higher (p=.012) 
for FYE students as compared to non-FYE students. When considering 200 and 400 
level courses separately, the source of these differences became more apparent.  FYE 
students at the 400 level had significantly higher grade points and success rates, while 
these differences were not as marked at the 200 level (See Table 3).  Additionally, the 
lower levels of retention of non-FYE students were more pronounced at the 200 level 
(See Table 3).    
 
 
Table 1: Academic Year 11/12 FYE comparison.   

 
 

FYE  Non-FYE FYE  Non-FYE 

Success Retention  

400 level 75.2% 64.8% 85.1% 87.8% 

200 level 55.3% 59.0% 77.6% 81.6% 

Total 62.2% 60.7% 80.2% 83.5% 
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Table 2: Mean comparison of retention, success, and grade point average.   
 FYE N Mean p value 

Retention Non-FYE 1349 .8347  

FYE 349 .8023 .171 

Success Non-FYE 1349 .6071  

FYE 349 .6218 .616 

Grade point  Non-FYE 1126 2.2434  

FYE 205 2.5049 .012* 

* p<.05, which is statistically significant.   
 
 
Table 3: Mean comparison of retention, success, and grade point average by level.   

level FYE N Mean p value 

250/260 Retention Non-FYE 948 .8165  

FYE 228 .7763 .187 

Success Non-FYE 948 .5897  

FYE 228 .5526 .313 

GP Non-FYE 774 2.1792  

FYE 103 2.2233 .769 

440/420 Retention Non-FYE 401 .8778  

FYE 121 .8512 .466 

Success Non-FYE 401 .6484  

FYE 121 .7521 .025* 

GP Non-FYE 352 2.3847  

FYE 102 2.7892 .005** 

* p<.05, which is statistically significant.   

* *p<.005, which is highly statistically significant.   
 
When students from the previous Fall cohort were tracked through Spring 12, students 
who started in a FYE course had a lower success rate in ENGL 1A (See Table 4).  When 
examining each level separately, those who were in 400 level FYE courses seemed to 
succeed at higher levels, however, those who took FYE at the 200 level succeeded at 
lower levels.    
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Table 4: Success rates of Fall 10 FYE and non-FYE students in ENGL 1A.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summary 
Prior to summarizing the results, several weaknesses of the current study must be 
acknowledged.  Firstly, the number of students for some comparisons is small, thus 
making them much less reliable.   Moreover, any differences between the non-FYE and 
FYE groups may not be due to the FYE intervention, but rather the characteristics of 
the course, students, or the instructor.   
 
Recognizing these limitations, some notable differences were found.  Overall, FYE 
courses seemed to have slightly lower retention rates and slightly higher success rates.  
FYE students had significantly higher grade point averages as compared to non-FYE 
students.  When considering 200 and 400 level courses separately, it appears as if 
students taking 400-level FYE courses had significantly higher levels of success and grade 
performance when compared to students who did not take a 400 level FYE course.  
While these findings may be due to other non-FYE pedagogical and/or curricula factors, 
they suggest a robust effect.   
 
The cohort tracking analysis revealed that students in the non-FYE courses succeeded at 
higher levels in English 1A.  This was not the case, however, with students who took 
400 level FYE courses.  A greater proportion of these students succeeded in ENGL 1A.  
These findings seem to support this academic year results comparing student 
performance of those in 400 level FYE courses.  While these results are preliminary, 
they suggest that the impact of FYE may be stronger at the 400 level.   
 
Future research needs to examine the differences in student composition in FYE and 
non-FYE courses.  Additionally, statistically controlling for these variables may provide a 
way to determine if FYE has a significant effect regardless of student or instructor 
variables.   

FYE  Non-FYE 

Success in 1A 

400 level 37.93%(29) 31.3% (34) 

200 level 53.3%(30) 58.52% (176) 

Total 45.76% (59) 54.28% (210) 


