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Disability Resource Center Student Milestones 
 
 

Introduction 
The Disability Resource Center (DRC) offers support services for Gavilan 
College students with special education needs.  The DRC provides academic 
counseling, case management, and tutoring services, along with training to help 
students understand their disability, how it affects their learning, and how to 
advocate for their needs.  While not the only outcome that the DRC targets, the 
current study examines the achievement of DRC students on long term indicators 
such as 30 unit completion, degree and certificate completion, and transfer.  
DRC student achievement rates are compared against non-DRC students.   
 
 

Methods 
DRC students were classified as students who were screened and indentified 
with special needs.  DRC student and non-DRC students were compared upon 
three indicators, 30 unit completion, four-year university transfer, and Student 
Progress and Achievement rate (SPAR).  SPAR includes the proportion of 
students who receive a degree/certificate, transfer to four-year university, and/or 
completed 60 transferrable units with a GPA of 2.0 or above.  The cohorts are 
composed of new students with a minimum of six units earned who attempted at 
least one English or Math course within their first three years.  The cohorts were 
all tracked for six academic years. All data were culled the California Community 
College Chancellor’s Office’s (CCCCO) Datamart.   

 
 
Results  
 
DRC students had higher rates of reaching the 30 unit milestone, although this 
rate varied for the past 5 cohorts (See Table 1).  DRC students, however, had 
lower transfer rates as compared to non-DRC students.  The differences in the 
transfer rates varied by 13% to 2%. Student progress and achievement rates of 
DRC students were lower than non-DRC students.  The differences also varied 
over the previous cohorts.     
 

Table 1: 30 unit completion rate comparison by cohort.     
 
30 units   Non‐DRC  DRC  Difference (DRC) 

07/08 cohort  62.3%  64.8%  +2.5% 

06/07 cohort  60.4%  67.9%  +7.5% 

05/06 cohort  62.7%  73.1%  +10.4% 

04/05 cohort  65.1%  66.7%  +1.6% 

03/04 cohort  60.4%  58.7%  ‐1.7% 

 
 
 



Gavilan College Institutional Research                March 14  

Table 2: Transfer rate comparison by time period and cohort.  
    
Transfer rate* 
Comparison  

Non‐DRC     DRC    Difference (DRC) 

  3yr  6yr  3yr  6yr  3yr  6yr 

07/08 cohort  8.20%  33.30%  7.30%  26.80%  ‐0.90%  ‐6.50% 

06/07 cohort  8.20%  33.30%  7.30%  26.80%  ‐0.90%  ‐6.50% 
05/06 cohort  12.30%  34.70%  3.10%  21.80%  ‐9.20%  ‐12.90% 
04/05 cohort  8.30%  30.60%  4.10%  29.10%  ‐4.20%  ‐1.50% 
03/04 cohort  8.10%  27.90%  2.90%  14.70%  ‐5.20%  ‐13.20% 

*Transfer rate is the proportion of the cohort that enrolls in 4-year university.   
 
 
Table 3: Student progress and achievement rate (SPAR) comparison by time 
period and cohort.  

 
Scorecard SPAR  Non‐DRC  DRC  Difference

07/08 cohort  46.60%  39.70% ‐6.90%

06/07 cohort  43.20%  39.30% ‐3.90%

05/06 cohort  46.50%  40.40% ‐6.10%

04/05 cohort  48.30%  34.80% ‐13.50%

03/04 cohort  45.00%  36.00% ‐9.00%

 
 
Summary 
 
Prior to considering the results, some limitations of the current study need to be 
acknowledged.  Firstly, the cohort comparisons of the non-DRC and especially 
the DRC were limited by small samples. For example, the 07/08 DRC cohort was 
composed of 335 students.  As evidenced by the variability in annual differences, 
small sample sizes are more vulnerable to spurious influences.  Finally, students 
with special needs may not have the same goals as non-DRC students.  More 
importantly, many of these students face considerable challenges that make 
transfer or degree completion extremely difficult.   
 
Considering these limitations, the results paint a picture of DRC student 
outcomes over time.  It appears DRC students reach 30 units at consistently 
higher rates.  This unit total seems like a more attainable milestone for a large 
majority of DRC students (65% in 07/08 cohort).  Regrettably, achieving 30 units 
does not automatically confer a degree or a certificate.  While DRC student rates 
are lower than non-DRC students, DRC transfer and completion rates have both 
generally increased from the 03/04 cohorts.  The difference between DRC rates 
and non-DRC students’ rates varied greatly for the past five cohorts ranging from 
1-5% to 13.5%   A variety of factors may have influenced the shifts in these rates, 
including student composition and program modifications.  The current study can 
provide important trends and provide a baseline for future research and 
evaluations.   


