
Gavilan College Institutional Research                August, 2012  

Natural Science Supplemental Instruction Survey (Spring 12) 
 
 

Introduction 
In an effort to learn more about the effect of the Natural Science Supplemental 
Instruction (SI) program, a survey was administered to students during the Spring 12 
term.   
 
The survey was administered in 11 different classes: BIO7, 8, 9, 10, 15, CHEM 1b, 30a, 
30b, ECOL 1, and MATH 1b (See Table 1 below).  There were a total of 260 
respondents.   All students reported that they had an SI leader for their class.   
 
Table 1: Survey respondents by course.   

 bio10 bio15 bio7 bio8 bio9 chem1b chem30a chem30b ecol1 math1b 

Course 38 26 39 26 31 24 7 25 27 17 

% 14.6% 10.0% 15.0% 10.0% 11.9% 9.2% 2.7% 9.6% 10.4% 6.5% 

 
 
 

Results  
 
Table 1: Frequency of SI participation.   
 

 
Never Once Once a month Once a week Multiple times 

Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % 

How frequently have you 

attended SI sessions? 

59 29.1% 24 11.8% 30 14.8% 41 20.2% 49 24.1% 

 
 
Table 2: Respondents’ reasons for attending SI sessions.   
 

 
Yes 

Count % 

Instructor offered credit was reason for attending 66 25.4% 

I knew I needed help was reason for attending 105 40.4% 

I was impressed by the orientation was reason for attending 30 11.5% 

I heard about it from other students was reason for attending 24 9.2% 

Emails was reason for attending 31 11.9% 

The instructor reminder me was reason for attending 47 18.1% 

Other was reason for attending 21 8.1% 
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Table 3: Respondents’ reasons for not attending SI sessions.   
 

 
Yes 

Count % 

Schedule conflict was reason for not attending. 90 34.6% 

I didn't need the help was reason for not attending 15 5.8% 

I didn't like the content was reason for not attending 3 1.2% 

I didn't find the session helpful was reason for not attending 6 2.3% 

I didn't know what it was was reason for not attending 4 1.5% 

Other was reason for not attending 12 4.6% 

I didn't like the SI leader was reason for not attending 0 0.0% 

 
 
Table 4: Respondents’ knowledge of ILearn site.   
 

 
Yes No 

Count % Count % 

Did you know that there was an Ilearn site? 130 69.9% 56 30.1% 

 
Table 5: Respondents’ rating of the helpfulness of the SI support.   
 

 
Not helpful A little helpful Helpful Very helpful 

Count % Count % Count % Count % 

How helpful was SI in helping you understanding the 

material? 

2 1.4% 13 9.2% 41 28.9% 86 60.6% 

How helpful was SI in helping your study strategies? 7 5.3% 23 17.4% 40 30.3% 62 47.0% 

How helpful was SI in helping you keeping up with 

the course? 

5 3.6% 13 9.5% 43 31.4% 76 55.5% 

How helpful was SI in helping you meet other 

students? 

5 3.8% 14 10.5% 49 36.8% 65 48.9% 

How helpful was SI in helping you motivate to do 

well in the class? 

6 4.4% 10 7.4% 39 28.9% 80 59.3% 

How helpful was SI in helping you enjoy the course? 6 4.6% 10 7.6% 45 34.4% 70 53.4% 

 
Summary  
Prior to a discussion of the results, some limitations of the data need to be 
acknowledged.  Firstly, the self-report survey method is highly subjective since students 
are asked their opinions about the effectiveness and their suggested improvements in 
the program.  While participants’ opinions are very valuable for program improvement, 
they may be less reliable in assessing program impact.   
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Nevertheless, some important findings need to be highlighted.  Firstly, the reasons most 
people attend SI sessions is because they need help or they were offered credit from the 
instructor.  The most frequent reason for not attending was scheduling problems.   
 
Students had high ratings of the helpfulness of attending a SI session.  For example, 
89.5% of respondents reported that attending a SI session was “helpful” or “very 
helpful” in understanding the material.  Most students (88.2%) also reported that SI 
sessions were “helpful” or “very helpful” in motivating them to do well in the class.  
Combined with previous finding (Natural Sciences SI report, 2011), these surveys 
suggest that the SI program is highly beneficial to students.  Continued research will 
examine aspects of the program to help strengthen the program and its impact upon 
student success.   

 
 

 


